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questions, informational showings, in-
ternal inconsistencies, execution, or 
other matters of a formal character; or 

(2) The application does not substan-
tially comply with the Commission’s 
rules, regulations, specific requests for 
additional information, or other re-
quirements. 

(3) The application requests author-
ity to operate a space station in a fre-
quency band that is not allocated 
internationally for such operations 
under the Radio Regulations of the 
International Telecommunication 
Union. 

(b) Applications for space station au-
thority found defective under para-
graph (a)(3) of this section will not be 
considered. Applications for authority 
found defective under paragraphs (a)(1) 
or (a)(2) of this section may be accept-
ed for filing if: 

(1) The application is accompanied by 
a request which sets forth the reasons 
in support of a waiver of (or an excep-
tion to), in whole or in part, any spe-
cific rule, regulation, or requirement 
with which the application is in con-
flict; 

(2) The Commission, upon its own 
motion, waives (or allows an exception 
to), in whole or in part, any rule, regu-
lation or requirement. 

(c) If an applicant is requested by the 
Commission to file any additional in-
formation or any supplementary or ex-
planatory information not specifically 
required in the prescribed application 
form or these rules, a failure to comply 
with the request within a specified 
time period will be deemed to render 
the application defective and will sub-
ject it to dismissal. 

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 68 
FR 51502, Aug. 27, 2003]

§ 25.113 Construction permits, station 
licenses, launch authority. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section or in § 25.131, con-
struction permits must be obtained for 
all fixed, temporary fixed or mobile 
earth stations governed by this part. 
Simultaneous application for a con-
struction permit and station license 
may be made for all earth station fa-
cilities governed by this part. 

(b) Construction permits are not re-
quired for satellite earth stations that 

operate with U.S.-licensed or non-U.S. 
licensed space stations. Construction of 
such stations may commence prior to 
grant of a license at the applicant’s 
own risk. Applicants must comply with 
the provisions of 47 CFR 1.1312 relating 
to environmental processing prior to 
commencing construction. 

(c) FAA notification. Before the con-
struction of new antenna structures or 
alteration in the height of existing an-
tenna structures is authorized by the 
FCC, a Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) determination of ‘‘no haz-
ard’’ may be required. To apply for this 
determination, the FAA must be noti-
fied of the planned construction. Cri-
teria used to determine whether FAA 
notification is required for a particular 
antenna structure are contained in 
part 17 of this chapter. Applications 
proposing construction of one or more 
new antenna structures or alteration of 
the overall height of one or more exist-
ing antenna structures, where FAA no-
tification prior to such construction or 
alteration is not required by part 17 of 
this chapter, must indicate such and, 
unless the reason is obvious (e.g. struc-
ture height is less than 6.10 meters 
AGL) must contain a statement ex-
plaining why FAA notification is not 
required. 

(d) Painting and lighting. The owner of 
each antenna structure required to be 
painted and/or illuminated under the 
provisions of Section 303(q) of the Com-
munications Act of 1934, as amended, 
shall operate and maintain the antenna 
structure painting and lighting in ac-
cordance with part 17 of this chapter. 
In the event of default by the owner, 
each licensee or permittee shall be in-
dividually responsible for conforming 
to the requirements pertaining to an-
tenna structure painting and lighting. 

(e) Antenna Structure Registration 
Number. Applications proposing con-
struction of one or more new antenna 
structures or alteration of the overall 
height of one or more existing struc-
tures, where FAA notification prior to 
such construction or alteration is re-
quired by part 17 of this chapter, must 
include the FCC Antenna Structure 
Registration Number(s) for the affected 
structure(s). If no such number has 
been assigned at the time the applica-
tion is filed, the applicant must state 

VerDate jul<14>2003 00:47 Oct 23, 2003 Jkt 200192 PO 00000 Frm 00269 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200192T.XXX 200192T



270

47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–03 Edition)§ 25.114

in the application whether or not the 
antenna structure owner has notified 
the FAA of the proposed construction 
or alteration and applied to the FCC 
for an Antenna Structure Registration 
Number in accordance with part 17 of 
this chapter for the antenna structure 
in question. 

(f) Construction permits are not re-
quired for U.S.-licensed space stations. 
Construction of such stations may 
commence, at the applicant’s own risk, 
prior to grant of a license. Prior to 
commencing construction, however, 
applicants must notify the Commission 
in writing they plan to begin construc-
tion at their own risk. 

(g) A launch authorization and sta-
tion license (i.e., operating authority) 
must be applied for and granted before 
a space station may be launched and 
operated in orbit. Request for launch 
authorization may be included in an 
application for space station license. 
However, an application for authority 
to launch and operate an on-ground 
spare satellite will be considered pur-
suant to the following procedures: 

(1) Applications for launch and oper-
ation of an on-ground spare NGSO-like 
satellite will be considered pursuant to 
the procedures set forth in § 25.157, ex-
cept as set forth in paragraph (g)(3) of 
this section. 

(2) Applications for launch and oper-
ation of an on-ground spare GSO-like 
satellite will be considered pursuant to 
the procedures set forth in § 25.158, ex-
cept as set forth in paragraph (g)(3) of 
this section. 

(3) Neither paragraph (g)(1) nor (g)(2) 
of this section will apply in cases 
where the space station to be launched 
is determined to be an emergency re-
placement for a previously authorized 
space station that has been lost as a re-
sult of a launch failure or a cata-
strophic in-orbit failure. 

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61 
FR 4366, Feb. 6, 1996; 61 FR 9951, Mar. 12, 1996; 
61 FR 55582, Oct. 28, 1996; 62 FR 5927, Feb. 10, 
1997; 62 FR 64172, Dec. 4, 1997; 68 FR 51502, 
Aug. 27, 2003]

§ 25.114 Applications for space station 
authorizations. 

(a) A comprehensive proposal shall be 
submitted for each proposed space sta-
tion on FCC Form 312, Main Form, to-

gether along with attached exhibits as 
described in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. If an applicant is proposing more 
than one space station, information 
common to all space stations may be 
submitted in a consolidated system 
proposal. 

(b) Each application for a new or 
modified space station authorization 
must constitute a concrete proposal for 
Commission evaluation. Each applica-
tion must also contain the formal 
waiver required by section 304 of the 
Communications Act, 47 U.S.C. 304. The 
technical information for a proposed 
satellite system need not be filed on 
any prescribed form but should be com-
plete in all pertinent details. Applica-
tions for new space station authoriza-
tions other than authorizations for the 
Direct Broadcast Service (DBS) and 
Digital Audio Radio Satellite (DARS) 
service must be filed electronically 
through the International Bureau Fil-
ing System (IBFS). 

(c) The following information in nar-
rative form shall be contained in each 
application: 

(1) Name, address, and telephone 
number of the applicant; 

(2) Name, address, and telephone 
number of the person(s), including 
counsel, to whom inquiries or cor-
respondence should be directed; 

(3) Type of authorization requested 
(e.g., launch authority, station license, 
modification of authorization); 

(4) General description of overall sys-
tem facilities, operations and services; 

(5) Radio frequencies and polarization 
plan (including beacon, telemetry, and 
telecommand functions), center fre-
quency and polarization of tran-
sponders (both receiving and transmit-
ting frequencies), emission designators 
and allocated bandwidth of emission, 
final amplifier output power (identify 
any net losses between output of final 
amplifier and input of antenna and 
specify the maximum EIRP for each 
antenna beam), identification of which 
antenna beams are connected or 
switchable to each transponder and 
TT&C function, receiving system noise 
temperature, the relationship between 
satellite receive antenna gain pattern 
and gain-to-temperature ratio and 
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